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March -April  2020 Newsletter 

  
Paint Ins Update 

If you are interested in providing a Paint in on March 
17TH  or any Tuesday in the upcoming months,  
PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE BOARD MEMBERS 
ASAP. Watch the Facebook Member Only Website for 
the schedule.    

 

   Looking Ahead to 

Upcoming Paint ins and 

Gatherings  

• Tuesday, March 3 Paint In Mary Buckmiller     
Little Houses / Little Buildings    
1st Presbyterian Church – North side entrance 

               1:30 – 4:00 PM  STUDIO FEE $5.00 
 

• Tuesday, March 10 GPWS Monthly Meeting   

PLEASE NOTE DATE OF MEETING  

David R Smith demonstration. David will 
provide an engaging  demonstration  that will  
reveal some of the unique techniques that 
students in the March 11-14 workshop will be 
learning. Inasmuch as David’s workshop is 
SOLD OUT, this promises to be an 
extraordinary evening.     

              7:00 PM First Presbyterian Church 
              1st Presbyterian Church – North side entrance  
 

• Wednesday, March  11 -14 David Smith 
Workshop 
First Presbyterian Church 

 

 
 

 

• Wednesday, April 1st Registration opens for 
the June Artist Retreat at the  Abbey of the 
Hills Retreat.  Sunday, June 28-Tuesday, June 

30. Spend a Sunday afternoon (28th )  on 
the grounds of this beautiful and spiritual 
property located approximately 2 hours 
from Sioux Falls.  The Abbey is a non-
profit retreat and event center located 
among the lakes and prairie hills of 
northeastern SD 

• Registration information will be available on 
www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com   
Contact Brenna at 605 398 9200 to reserve 
your room at the Abbey.  A block of  rooms is 
reserved for our group. Complimentary 
continental breakfast included or you can 
order breakfast.  Homemade meals are 
served. Breakfast $7.00 – Lunch  $10.00 – 
Dinner $13.00 Kristen Peterson Workshop – 
Monday June 29- 9:00 AM – 12:00 noon or 
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM or you may choose all 
day. Price of ½ day or whole day is $50.00   

 

• Tuesday, April 7 Paint in   
Road Trip to Wentworth and a Paint In with 
Linda Hoffelt and “Fun Flowers” 
Colman Community Center  
201 S Centennial Avenue 
Wentworth, SD 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com/
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• Thursday, April 9 GPWS Meeting – PLEASE 
NOTE LOCATION OF MEETING  
 IPSO Gallery 
400 North Main Suite 100  
 Liz Heeren Studio 

Ipso Gallery at Fresh Produce is a unique 
art space, strongly based on celebrating 
ideas and pursuing projects of interest,   
for fun or challenge. The space showcases 
artists who are appreciated and others 
can learn from. It also helps raise money 
for art organizations doing (or having  
potential to do) good work in the 
community. Liz Heeren will share her 
style and expertise as an artist. Since 
2002, Liz has taught for various academic 
institutions, including SDSU, DSU, 
University of Sioux Falls and Augustana 
University. She is currently teaching for 
USD at the University Center campus in 
Sioux Falls, SD. Her teaching expertise 
includes Technical Drawing, Conceptual 
Drawing, Mixed Media Drawing, Design, 
Color Theory, Painting, 3D Design, Art 
Appreciation.  Don’t miss this evening.   

 

• April 27-29, Karen Knutson- “Wild Abandon” 
 Registrations for members $200   
Non-Member Registration  $300  
Three spots remain available 
Registration is available online at 

www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com/workshops 
Workshop will be held at First Presbyterian 
Church. Class will be limited to 20 artists.  
If you struggle with drawing, that's good, 
because wrong lines make these drawings 
better. There are many steps to create the 
look of a 3-dimensional image. It must be 
seen to be understood. Watercolor and 
acrylic will enhance these paintings. Subjects 
will include birds, animals, dragonflies, 
people, or student’s choice. By the end of the 
workshop, we will learn how to think 
abstractly, and do a wire drawing design for 
an abstract painting. Wire drawing will make 
all your paintings better in a speedy manner. 
Karen is a very popular workshop instructor 

who believes that painting should be fun and 
easy, but with good design! Don’t miss out on 
this exciting 3 days. 
For further information about Karen’s work 
please visit https://www.karenknutson.com/ 
and you will discover the brilliance and talent  
of Karen.   

 
 

Welcome New Members 
Linda Aylward and Joan Moore, Gary Pederson 

    

A new opportunity  
 For artists that would like to be included on the Sioux 
Falls Arts Council directory, please visit the address 
below to be included on this directory. 
https://www.artssiouxfalls.org/arts-culture-directory 
Also, if you have a website please forward the 
address to  to Jeannie Ammon and your website will 
be included on the GPWS website. 

Spotlight on the Artist 
Please visit www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com/ 
Spotlight on the Artist for a very special interview 
with new member Paul Boerboom.  
 

Door Prizes 

We love to give door prizes at our monthly 
meetings!! Barbara Sparks has donated small works 
of art for door prizes that are treasured – how about 
you? Donate your small art piece for some lucky 
person to win.  Contact Sheryl Baloun if you would 
like to donate a piece for the next meeting.  359-7117 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com/workshops
http://www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com/workshops
https://www.karenknutson.com/
https://www.artssiouxfalls.org/arts-culture-directory
http://www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com/
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Public and Private Painter  
by Dar Streedback 
Do you paint at home, perhaps in your studio, or 
“studio area”?  Or are you a “social” painter? Maybe 
you’re a mixture of both.  
I so admire carefree “social” painters. No matter how 
many times my mom told me not to care what others 
think, I’ve never quite mastered that attitude.  
An only child, I have often found working among a 
group of other people quite disconcerting.  Why am I 
so self-conscious? Or am I just too easily distracted?  
Maybe a little of both.  Especially since painting is 
visual, I find it hard to focus on my own work. It’s just 
too easy to compare mine to that of those around 
me. “Eyes on your own paper, Dar!” -- not that there 
aren’t tons to be learned from the painters around 
me …  
Too often, my inner voice nags, “Why didn’t you do it 
THAT way?” or “Yours is bad. You should just start 
over.” Negative self-talk has long been an over-
critical renter in my head. Out of 120 artists, I doubt 
I’m the only one. How silly I feel to thrive on the 
smallest encouragement, as if I’m in kindergarten. 
But then my internal critic ruins even that: “She was 
‘just being kind.’” It would be so easy to always make 
excuses not to go, saying “I’m just not good at being 
creative on demand,” or “I just can’t focus in a 
group.”  
When I’m super self-conscious, I must remind myself, 
“Get over yourself!” It’s not about YOU.” That brings 
to mind the old adage, “You wouldn’t worry so much 
about what others think, if you knew how seldom 
they do.”  
So, MY excuse is my perhaps-unique version of social 
anxiety (or is it?) … It would be rude to ask, “What’s 
yours?” Instead, I’ll just ask, “Am I alone?” 
But I digress. The point is, we’re all here to learn from 
others… None of us can learn in a vacuum… None of 
us knows every technique or shortcut.  
The Great Plains Watercolor Society currently boasts 
approximately 120 members. Forty percent are from 
the immediate Sioux Falls metro, while the other 60% 
are from “out of town,” ranging from Brandon to 
neighboring states. Between 30 to 40 of us do the 
monthly challenges. On average, 12 to 17 attend 
paint-ins (with room for many more now that we’re 
at First Presbyterian).  And the plein aire group 
typically draws five to ten.  Hmm, why did the 
number of participants get smaller as I continued? 

This brings me around to my REAL topic, “missed 
opportunities.” I know, I know. People have jobs, and 
other social responsibilities, as well as kids and 
grandkids, significant others and health challenges. 
But let’s make sure we aren’t guilty of thinking the 
plein aire group is “more elite” than the “paint-
inners.” If you think you’re not talented enough to 
participate in these opportunities, or the workshops, 
you’re mistaken … and missing out. 
From being a writer, I know creativity is as much a 
habit as it is a talent. It’s like a muscle that must be 
exercised if you want to get more proficient.  Painting 
in public is a muscle I’m trying to strengthen. Please 
join me. 
 

Make Plans Now for 

Summer Plein Air  

Please see the attached document in the email 
outlining the  interesting Plein Air locations  “Paint 
Sioux Falls” for the summer.  
 

Art challenge   

Maybe this is the year that you participate in the 
monthly art challenge designed by Barb Sparks.  
Watch for the March challenge on the Member Only 
Facebook page and 
www.greatplainswatercolorsociety.com/artchallenge 
 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!  

 
Board of Directors GPWS 
jeannieammon@hotmail.com    Jeanne Ammon 
sbaloun1@sio.midco.net Sheryl Baloun 
jncbartels897@gmail.com          Janice Bartels 
bmasterson@sio.midco.net        Beth Masterson  
dhyoder@outlook.com   Deb Yoder 
 
 
.  
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